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The McKinney-Vento Act

Children and youth experiencing homelessness face unique challenges in accessing and succeeding in school. Subtitle
VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, reauthorized in 2015 by Title IX, Part A of the Every Student
Succeeds Act (42 U.S.C. § 11431 et seq.; hereafter the McKinney-Vento Act), establishes the definition of homeless used
by U.S. public schools, and the educational rights to which children and youth experiencing homelessness are entitled. For
schools to be able to provide services to students in homeless situations, they first must be able to identify these students.
To this end, an effective understanding of the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless is a key first step to ensuring the
delivery of needed supports to some of our nation’s most vulnerable students.

The Definition of Homeless

The term “homeless children and youth” means:
● Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence

○ children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic
hardship, or a similar reason

○ are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations

○ are living in emergency or transitional shelters
○ are abandoned in hospitals
○ children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed

for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings
○ children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard

housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings
○ migratory children…who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are

living in circumstances described above

Unaccompanied Youth Experiencing Homelessness

While unaccompanied students are not referenced specifically in the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless,
unaccompanied children and youth whose living arrangements meet the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless are

eligible for services under the Act. The term unaccompanied youth is defined in the Act as “a homeless child or youth not
in the physical custody of a parent or guardian” [42 U.S.C. § 11434a(6)].

Redbank Valley School District’s Policies & Procedures

The Redbank Valley School Board recognizes the need to promptly identify homeless children and youths within the
district, facilitate their immediate enrollment, and eliminate existing barriers to their attendance and education, in
compliance with federal and state laws and regulations.

The Redbank Valley School Board shall ensure that homeless children and youth have equal access to the same
educational programs and services provided to other district students.

The Redbank Valley School Board, authorizes the Superintendent to waive district policies, procedures and
administrative regulations that create barriers to the identification, enrollment, attendance, transportation, school
stability and success in school of homeless children and youths.
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It is the policy of the Redbank Valley School Board that no student shall be discriminated against, segregated, or
stigmatized based on his/her homeless status.

Under the McKinney-Vento Act, eligible students have the following rights:
● Receive a free and appropriate education
● Immediate enrollment in school, even if lacking documents are required:

○ Birth Certificate
○ Immunization Records
○ Proof of Residence
○ School Records

● The school district must provide the student/family with a written explanation of its position and inform the
student/family of their right to appeal the decision if they believe attending the school of origin is NOT in the best
interest of the child

● Receive transportation to and from the school of origin if necessary
● Receive educational services comparable to those provided to other students similar needs

Definitions

Enroll or Enrollment means attending classes and participating fully in school activities.

School of Origin is the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or
youth was last enrolled, including preschool. When the child or youth completes the final grade level served by the school
of origin, the school of origin shall include the designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools.

Unaccompanied Youth means a homeless child or youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. This
includes youth who have run away from home; been abandoned or forced out of home by a parent, guardian or other
caretaker; or separated from a parent or guardian for any other reason.

Homeless Liaison

The Board designates the High School Guidance Counselor to serve as the district’s liaison for homeless children and
youth. The local liaison serves as one of the primary contacts between homeless families and school staff, district
personnel, shelter workers, and other service providers. The liaison coordinates services to ensure that homeless children
and youths enroll in school and have the opportunity to succeed academically.

The Identification Process

It is the responsibility of the Redbank Valley School District to identify children and youth experiencing homelessness. In
order to fully assist students who are experiencing homelessness, the following methods of identification will be utilized:

● Identification can be through self-referral and/or parent/guardian referral
○ Once this information is received, it is the homeless liaisons responsibility to ensure the student(s) have

access to education resources, transportation, free meals, hygiene supplies, and support as needed
● Outside agencies, school districts, staff members and community members can assist in the identification of

students who are experiencing homelessness
○ Homeless liaisons between districts will communicate regarding the best interest of the student
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○ Once the liaison receives this information, it is the responsibility of the liaison to contact the student
and/or parent(s)/guardian to follow up with the family and get the appropriate supports in place

● A Residency Questionnaire is completed when enrolling into the district to help identify homeless students and
unaccompanied youth

○ Students/guardians may utilize this form to declare homelessness
○ The homeless liaison is responsible for contacting the family once they have been identified on the

questionnaire as homeless to being the identification process

Common Barriers Facing Homeless Children and Youth

Homeless children and youth face a variety of legal, social, and emotional barriers that may interrupt their education.
These barriers include:

● Lack of supplies: School supplies, food, clothing, etc.
● Residency and guardianship requirements
● Lapses in program continuity
● Delays in educational evaluations (IEP, 504, GIEP)
● Lack of transportation
● Missing academic and health records
● Lack of awareness regarding homelessness and the supports available
● Inadequate parental resources
● Social stigma attached to the homeless title

Community Outreach Program

The Redbank Valley School District attempts to seek out children and youth experiencing homelessness in our community.
Informational posters with contact information have been displayed at the following locations:

● Redbank Valley High School (Main hallway, restrooms)
● Redbank Valley Elementary School (Main hallway)
● Redbank Valley Intermediate School (Main hallway)
● Local churches

○ Distant Baptist, Distant
○ Grace Baptist Church, New Bethlehem
○ First United Methodist, New Bethlehem

● Community Center
● New Bethlehem Public Library

Dispute Resolution Process

If a dispute arises over eligibility, enrollment, or school selection:
● The parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be referred to the district’s liaison, who shall assist in the

dispute resolution process
● The student shall be immediately enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought, pending final resolution of

the dispute, including all available appeals
● The district’s liaison shall issue a written decision of the dispute within twenty (20) business days of being

notified of the dispute
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● A parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth may appeal a district’s written decision or file a complaint with the
Coordinator of Pennsylvania’s Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Program

■ PA Regional Coordinator, Wendy Kinnear
724-458-6700
wendy.kinnear@miu4.org

APPENDIX

A: Residency Questionnaire Page 7-8

B: Informational Posters Page 9-12
Parent-English
Parent-Spanish
Youth-English
Youth-Spanish

B: Dispute Resolution Form Page 14-17
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Redbank Valley School District

Student Residency Questionnaire

The McKinney-Vento, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, defines homelessness and
outlines the rights of homeless students. Your responses to these questions will help staff
determine what residency documents are necessary for enrollment of child(ren). Thank you for
your cooperation.

1. Student Name:______________________________ Birth Date: _______________________

2. Person Completing the Form: ___________________________________________________

Relationship to Child: __________________________________________________________

3. In what type of setting is the student living now? Please check one box below:

Section A

____ In an emergency or transitional shelter

_____ Sharing the housing of other persons due to
loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason
_____ In a motel, hotel, campsite, or car due to lack
of alternative adequate accommodations

_____ Other places not designated for, or ordinarily
used as, regular sleeping accommodations for human
beings

CONTINUE TO QUESTION 4 IF YOU
CHECKED ANY BOX IN SECTION A

Section B

____ None of the choices in Section A apply to my
family

IF YOU CHECKED THIS SECTION, YOU DO
NOT NEED TO COMPLETE THE

REMAINDER OF THIS FORM. SUBMIT THIS
FORM TO SCHOOL PERSONNEL.

THANK YOU.
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4. Contact number of person completing this form: _____________________________________

5. Address where the student is currently living: _______________________________________

_______________________________________
6. The student lives with: (Check all that applies)

____ Parent(s) or Legal Guardian ____ Relative, Friend(s), or other Adult(s)
____ Alone ____ Other: _______________________

7. School the student last attended: ________________________________________________

Address of School: ___________________________________________________________

Telephone Number of Last School: _______________________________________________

Contact Person at School (If known): _____________________________________________

8. Does the student have an IEP or a Chapter 15/504 agreement?
____ NO
____ Yes, Please explain: ______________________________________________________

The staff person who is helping you register will contact the Homeless Liaison/Homeless
Coordinator to review the information provided. If homelessness is verified, additional

information will follow to assist your child(ren). You will be contacted by the Homeless Liaison for
additional information.

Parent/ Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date: __________________________________

NOTE TO STAFF:All forms with Section A checked will need to be faxed to the
Homeless Liaison immediately to eliminate any delay.

Redbank Valley School District
Homeless Liaison

Kyle Hicks
814-275-2424 ext. 305

Khicks@redbankvalley.net
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