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Redbank Valley School District 

Re-opening 

 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Updated August 18, 2020 

 

 Does your school’s program include live instruction, or are students expected to direct themselves in their 

classwork, perhaps by watching instructional videos rather than doing daily assignments? 

 

The district is offering face-to-face instruction, remote instruction with a Redbank Valley certified teacher 

or remote with Edgenuity. All methods of instruction will be consistent with providing the students with 

access to the standard using multiple means. 

 

 Will the technology needed for your child to interact with his or her school be secure? 

 

The district purchased and will install Securly on each unit signed out. This program allows the district to 

maintain a secure unit no matter how and where it is connected to the internet. 

 

   Will it have a clear privacy policy and policies that will keep students’ information safe? 

 

Yes 

 

   How will parents be able to monitor a student’s laptop? 

Parents should ask students to share their passwords. Parents will be able to access the Chromebook to 

monitor the student’s history. 

 How will students be graded, or will they be? 

 

The district’s grading policy will be in effect for face-to-face instruction and remote instruction with RV 

teachers. Edgenuity will maintain grades and report to the district using the RV grading scale. 

 

  Are students going to be expected to take state standardized tests? 

 

Yes, at this time, all state standardized test will take place during the 20/21 school year. 

 

  Will they be required to take tests at the school or will they take them online? 

 

If a student is participating in remote instruction, test will be administered online. However, state 

standardized testing must take place on campus. 

 

 If your child has a special need, what will their learning environment look like? 

 

The IEP team will meet to review the specific needs of each child on a case by case basis. 

 

 Will students with speech deficits have one-on-one help with a speech pathologist? 

 

Student assistance will be based on the IEP team and the needs of that specific student. 
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 What about guidance counseling? 

 

Guidance counselors will be available. Please call the school to make arrangements. 

 

 Will they be expected to sign off on a day’s or week’s work? 

 

Students participating in remote instruction with Redbank Valley teachers will be expected to participate 

daily on the lessons being provided. There will accountability for each lesson/subject. Work is expected 

to be completed on the day it is covered/assigned. 

 

 Will students participate in physical education classes? 

 

Yes, the Health and Physical Education teachers will prepare lessons that following social distancing 

guidelines and when possible, classes will be held outdoors to  

 

 Will students be allowed to socialize with each other? 

 

Students will be expected to maintain social distancing at all times. Students will be able to socialize, but 

at a distance. 

 

 What will a typical elementary day look like? Will students be able to get up from their desk? How long 

will students be expected to sit at their desk? 

 

The classroom environment will look different and will not be the same as in previous school years. 

Students will be expected to maintain social distancing at all times. Teachers will utilize breaks and there 

will be recess, restroom, and hand washing scheduled into the day. There will be more seat time than in 

years past. 

 

 Will there be recess? How will it be handled? 

 

The Health and Safety Plan allows for recess for elementary students. 

 

 Will students be eating in the cafeteria with other students? 

 

Students will be eating in the cafeteria as well as other areas in the schools so that social distancing to the 

greatest extend can be accomplished. The cafeteria meals will be altered to allow for staff to hand all 

items to students.  

 

 If you have the option of going back to school or learning online, can you change your mind? 

 

 What is the status of the plans to get students as far apart in the classroom as possible and what does 

teaching in that class environment change about the way education is delivered?  

 

With support from teachers and our facilities team, classroom space is being arranged determine the 

maximum students that can be assigned to that space while maintaining social distancing guidelines. 

Principals are working with teachers on room configurations. To provide as much usable space as 

possible, furniture and unused cabinets, carpets, tables, etc. will be removed. Some classes might be 

moved to a common area or larger space to accommodate the students while maintaining social 

distancing. Desks will be oriented towards the front of the room, and other area marking strategies will be 

used in the classroom to help students remain at an appropriate distance. Students will remain in the same 
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cohort for the duration of the day at elementary. There will definitely be an impact on the ways teachers 

can teach while still maintaining social distancing. 

 

 How will desks be arranged in classrooms?  

 

To the maximum extent feasible, the six-foot standard will be used, consistent with the guidance PDE 

released on Thursday, July 16, 2020.  

 

“Schools should provide face covering breaks throughout the day. Maintain a distance of at least 6 

feet during these face covering breaks. Schools may allow students to remove face coverings when 

students are: 

 Eating or drinking when spaced at least 6 feet apart; or 

 When wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition in which to operate equipment or 

execute a task, or 

 At least 6 feet apart during “face-covering breaks” to last no longer than 10 minutes 

 

 What type of mask complies with this Order? 

 

The Order requires individuals to wear a "face covering."  "Face covering" means a covering of the nose 

and mouth that is secured to the head with ties, straps, or loops over the ears or is wrapped around the 

lower face.  A "face covering" can be made of a variety of synthetic or natural fabrics, including cotton, 

silk, or linen, and, for the purposes of the order, can include a plastic face shield that covers the nose and 

mouth.  "Face coverings" may be factory-made, sewn by hand, or improvised from household items, 

including but not limited to, scarves, bandanas, t-shirts, sweatshirts, or towels.  While procedural and 

surgical masks intended for health care providers and first responders, such as N95 respirators, would 

meet these requirements, these specialized masks should be reserved for appropriate occupational and 

health care settings. 

 

 What is the protocol for communicating to parents if someone in your child’s building tests positive? 

 

The Health Department will handle contact tracing and notify those in close proximity to the affected student. 

We will cooperate with the Health Department to identify other students or adults who were in close 

proximity and possibly at-risk. Our nurses will handle communication to a classroom or building consistent 

with how we communicate about other communicable diseases. In all cases, we are obligated to protect the 

identity and privacy of the student or adult who tested positive. 

 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-

19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommenta

tions.aspx 

 

 What steps are being put in place for disinfecting the classrooms and other areas of the school?  

How often will they be treated?  

 

The Facilities Department has developed specific protocols for cleaning and sanitizing, as described in the 

Health and Safety Plan. High touch areas will be cleaned regularly during the school day. Please consult 

the Health and Safety Plan for additional details.  

 

 Will rooms be cleaned between class switches?  

 

No, it will not be possible to clean classrooms between class switches.  
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 What is being done with the air systems in the schools?  

 

The filters will be changed often. Please consult the Health and Safety Plan for additional details. 

 

 Will temperature checks be conducted? 

 

Not on a routine basis at school. Training materials will be provided for parents to screen their children at 

home prior to them getting on the bus or being dropped off at school. A daily monitoring sheet will be 

provided to parents/guardians. 

 

 Is there a chance that students without masks will be less than six feet apart from other students or will 

there be more distance required? Will students without masks be required to have a plastic barrier?  

 

Yes, it is certainly possible this will happen at times during the school day, especially as children are 

learning the social distancing requirements. There has not been a decision yet on whether we are able to 

impose other requirements on students with a medical exemption for mask wearing. Students having a 

medical exemption will be provided a tri-fold desk divider. 

  

 Will parents be notified if a student will be in their child’s classroom without a mask?  

 

No, we will not be able to notify parents about the medical conditions of other students, including those 

who have a medical exemption to not wear a mask.  

 

 How will students who claim they cannot wear a mask for medical reasons be handled? What about 

defiant students?  

 

Following all safety protocols, including wearing masks, will be required by the student code of conduct. 

For students who have a medical condition, a meeting will need to be held with the school team, 

including the school nurse, to review the medical information and determine when/if a mask can be worn 

by the student.  

 

 If my child has a medical condition, does he/she need to wear a mask? Should it be written into his/her 

IEP?  

 

Following all safety protocols, including wearing masks, will be required by the student code of conduct. 

For students who have a medical condition, a meeting will need to be held with the school team, 

including the school nurse, to review the medical/psychological information and determine when/if a 

mask and/or face shield can be worn by the student. Should the IEP or 504 team determine that a 

mask/face shield cannot be worn for all or part of the day, it would be documented in the IEP or 504 plan. 

If it is determined that the student can wear a mask/face shield for the entire school day, the Present 

Educational Levels in the IEP or the 504 evaluation would be updated to reflect the outcome of the 

meeting.  

 

 What are the considerations for students who have documented medical or psychological conditions who 

have difficulty wearing a mask, but do not have an IEP or 504 in place at the start of the school year?  

 

If there is a medical or psychological condition for which a mask exemption should be considered, please 

contact the Special Education Department or your building principal to begin the 504 process. No mask 

exemptions will be granted for students other than those with an exemption documented in their IEP or 

504 plan.  

 

 What precautions will be taken to make sure students who will not be wearing masks due to medical 

conditions will be treated just the same as everyone else, without the constant questioning from teachers 

or other students?  
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If a mask exemption is documented in a student’s IEP or 504 plan, all teachers and staff who work with 

that student will be notified of the exemption to avoid any additional questioning regarding not wearing a 

mask. FERPA protects these educational records from being shared with those that do not have an 

educational interest in supporting the child. Therefore, along with direct instruction of health and safety 

precautions, like hand washing and social distancing, teachers will provide instruction regarding 

community building and acceptance. If a student feels he/she is being treated differently (for not wearing 

a mask or any other reason), he/she or a parent, are encouraged to contact the school counselor or building 

principal to address the specific concern in more detail.  

 

 How many hours of the school day can we expect our elementary aged children to have to wear masks 

and/or shields?  

 

The most likely scenario is that masks will be worn consistently during the day, with some scheduled 

“mask breaks.” Students will be able to remove masks at times when six-foot social distancing is 

observed. If their classroom arrangement maintains six-foot social distancing, children will be able to 

remove their masks while the class is all seated at their desks. This is expected to vary classroom by 

classroom.  

 

 Where will students keep their masks when not in use like when they are eating? Will a safe place be 

provided?  

 

Students will keep their mask on their person when they remove it for eating, etc. Lanyards have been 

purchased for K – 5.  

 

 How will non-compliance with masks for students coming to school be handled?  

 

Mask wearing will be included in the student code of conduct, and non-compliance will be handled the 

same as other code of conduct violations. 

 

 How will the district handle students or staff with symptoms? 

 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Safe%20Schools/COVID/GuidanceDocuments/COVID-
19%20Symptomatic%20K-12%20Student%20or%20Staff%20Process%20Flow.pdf 
 
This flow chart is located on the district’s website under Symptomatic Flow-chart. 

 

 What is case investigation, contact tracing, isolation, and quarantine?  

 

Public health staff is responsible for case investigation and contact tracing for every case of COVID-

19, regardless of level of community transmission or number of cases identified in school setting. Refer to 

DOH's Contact Tracing Frequently Asked Questions for a complete overview of the case investigation 

and contact tracing process.  

 

Cases are people who have been infected with the virus that causes COVID-19. The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) case definition for COVID-19 includes confirmed and probable cases.  

 

Isolation is when the public health staff direct cases to stay home, in a hospital, or in a care facility to 

ensure they do not expose others with COVID-19. Individuals who are experiencing symptoms of 

COVID-19 should be immediately isolated while waiting for test results. Public health staff handles case 

investigation steps including determining close contacts during the infectious period.  

 

Close contacts are individuals who have been exposed (within 6 feet distance for at least 15 consecutive 

minutes) to someone who is a case during the infectious period, and it is unknown if the contact will go 
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on to develop COVID-19. Public health staff determine close contacts after a case interview. In some 

school situations, it might be difficult to determine whether individuals are contacts or whether an entire 

cohort, classroom, or other group (extracurricular activity members) might need to be considered 

exposed, particularly if people have spent time together indoors. Public health staff will work with school 

administrators to determine whether entire classrooms or other cohort groups need to be quarantined. 

 

Based on these discussions, public health staff will direct close contacts to quarantine for 14 days from 

the last exposure to the case; this includes household contacts (like siblings and 

parents/guardians/caregivers) who attend or work in other schools. 

 
 

 

 

 

Questions and Answers from the Back to School Zoom meeting on August 27, 2020 

 

 

 

When will we know the correct bus pick up and drop off times?  The papers sent out were incorrect.   

 Please have your child at the stop at least 10 minutes earlier than the time listed on your transportation letter. 

 

What is the protocol if a teacher or student tests positive? What if a Lunch lady tests positive do they quarantine the 

whole school? 

We will rely on the guidelines, https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-

19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentatio

ns.aspx. 

 We will also seek the advice for the Department of Health on how to proceed with isolation, quarantine and 

closures. 

 

Since remote instruction is recorded, when should my son expect lessons to be posted? When does his school day 

begin? 

We would ask that remote students have a routine for participation. All remote students will be expected to 

login my 10:00  a.m. each day 

 

Will the students still go to the cafeteria prior to the bell ringing at primary and elementary in the mornings? Will the 

bell ring earlier than 8 am since their day is starting earlier this year? 

Students eating breakfast will be in the cafeteria. Each campus will have plans in place to social distance 

students in other areas of the building. Students will be directed the first day. 

 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
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Will students/RV high school abide by the CDC guidelines and maintain 6 feet distance in the classroom and in the lunch 

room?  I know that some of the classes (homerooms, etc.) tend to have 30 or more students at a time.  Do you have the 

space to meet the CDC guidelines? 

Social distancing guidelines will be followed when possible. The American Academy of Pediatrics states that 3 – 

4 feet of separation is acceptable as long as a face mask/shield is in place. 

 

If there should be any positive exposures within the school, what will the process look like for assessing that level of risk 

and determining if quarantine is necessary? Adherence to masking will certainly mitigate risk of high level exposures but 

I am just curious as too if a form of contact tracing will include risk stratification? 

We will seek guidance from the Department of Health and the following guidelines 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-

19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentatio

ns.aspx 

 

Can you record the meeting, since there is a limit to 100 participants? There may be some parents who are unable to 

join. 

 The video has been placed on the district website. 

So when this covid virus first began last school year I felt that the online work wasn't the easiest for children to catch on 

to.  Honestly it was even hard for me. Is it going to be easier for a 2nd grader to be able to do it on a daily basis? 

 Adjustments have been made to respond to this request. Remote instruction will be different than it was in the 

spring. 

  

Attendance instructions will be emailed to all remote students 

 

Will personal water bottles be permitted? How will they be managed/restricted? Have water bottle filling stations been 

installed to mitigate cross contamination? 

 Yes, they will be permitted. Please follow the water bottle guidelines in the student handbook. The High School 

and Intermediate currently has one fill station on each. We are in the process of making sure each campus as additional 

stations installed. At this time, the water fill stations have not arrived. 

 

If Redbank would shut down but the career center remained open. Would bussing still be available to the career center? 

 If the district is shut down, the Career Center’s ability to remain open would be dependent on the reason for 

closure. 

 

I believe that RVHS has a policy which requires students to ride the 'team' bus when attending an away game/meet.  

They are permitted to be 'signed out' to return home via private transportation. Given the concern regarding close 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolReopeningGuidance/ReopeningPreKto12/PublicHealthGuidance/Pages/SchoolClosureRecommentations.aspx
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proximity of students on buses--will students be able to be driven to their games by a family member?  (I understand 

that family members most likely will not be permitted to view the game.) 

This will be reviewed with the Athletic Director, Administration and coaches. The outcome will be shared with all 

student athletes and their parents. 

 

Are you planning on taking any temps as students come on bus or school daily? 

 No, the district is relying on parents to monitor the health of their children and follow the check list that was 

provided. 

 

Will masks be worn during gym class? Will students still be changing for gym in the locker room? And outside at 

elementary recess? 

 The face masks guidelines will be followed in all classes. Outside activities that provide social distancing of 6 feet 

consistently allow for mask to be removed. 

 

Going back to the question regarding the morning routine, will students be permitted to eat breakfast in the cafeteria or 

will they take their food to the classroom? 

 Students will be eating breakfast and lunch in the school cafeterias. 

  

What time do the kids that are doing remote learning need to sign on every day for lessons? 

 Remote students will be required to log in by 10:00 a.m. each day for attendance purposes. 

If there should be a significant exposure requiring student quarantine, would those students be transitioned to remote 

learning for that quarantine period? If not, will those days be counted against the students as excused or unexcused 

absences? 

The district will be flexible with attendance guidelines related to Covid-19 symptoms. Cases will be responded to 

on an individual basis using guidance and recommendations from the Department of Health. 

 

What if my child decides that he wants to transition to online learning because wearing a mask all day is too much for 

him even with the break period? 

 Please contact your child’s school. 

 

Will the 10 day absence rule still apply? If there are more strict guidelines on not sending students with a cough or cold 

symptoms, will students be able to participate in remote learning to keep absences to a minimum? 

 The district will be flexible with attendance guidelines related to Covid-19 symptoms. The district encourages 

parents to keep children at home who are showing symptoms. If you are in doubt, please contact the school nurse. 
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How prominent will the use of Chromebooks in face-to-face instruction be? Are students encouraged to bring their own 

Chromebooks for in class face-to-face? 

The district is not one-on-one until our order for technology has been fulfilled. At this time we are waiting for 

Chromebooks to be shipped to the district.  

 

Where will the gear be stored when not in use? 

 This will be reviewed with the Athletic Director, Administration and coaches. The outcome will be 

shared with all student athletes and their parents. Each sport may be handled differently due to the scope of 

equipment needing stored. 

 

Vo-tech virtual kids when are they to sign in? 

 Career Center students should contact the high school. 

 

As a teacher in another district, who already has 2 days in with students, I would like to encourage everyone to please 

BE VERY PATIENT with the remote learning. There are going to be bugs to work out. They will figure it out, but please 

just show some patience and grace with the district. 

 

Thanks Amanda. Much Appreciated! 

Thank you Amanda. Patience is key for remote learning and in school learning. 

 

Mail I’ve gotten from the school in which I just got today after 3:30 says that we are to pick up supplies for the children 

to use at home I will be coming tomorrow to do so but I was wondering if there is an email  to get in touch with who I 

need to? Only because the school is probably closed now. I'm not sure if extra chargers are at the school or not. Was just 

wondering because if I can get everything all at once it would be nice. 

Supplies for students were to be picked up on Firday. If you were unable to do so, please make arrangements 

with your child’s school.  

 

@Amanda - Thank you so much! 

 

Thank you teachers and administration for informing us and i for one am grateful for your efforts 

 

High school isn’t changing for gym correct? 

 Students will change shoes only to shoes appropriate for the gym floor. 

 

Thank you for your efforts in ensuring the safety of our children and for taking the time to answer our questions. 
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Thank you! 

 

My kids all have allergies and asthma.  They spend most of every school year with coughing, sneezing, and sinus issues.  

Would it be more appropriate for me to just choose online instruction for all of them?  

 I would suggest contacting the school nurse, Valerie Steffy, to discuss this matter. 

 

Thank you for answering all our questions. My 6th grader is excited to get back into the classroom. 

 

Thanks to everyone in the district for all of your hard work and flexibility!!  

 

I guarantee they will be missing more than 10 days of school between symptomatic days and their various doctor 

appointments. 

 

Yes, thanks for addressing our concerns! 

 

Thanks for making this easier on us parents. I can't imagine the stress and anxiety it's caused you guys getting back up 

and running as well. Looking forward to the kiddos heading back to school. 

  

 

Thank you to the administration, teachers, and all of the workers for all of your hard work in these difficult times.  I wish 

everyone a great year and a healthy year! 

 

Val Steffy - school nurse email: vsteffy@redbankvalley.net 

 

What about fans and airflow?? Will the rooms have fans on and windows open if the classrooms are hot inside? 

 Fans are permitted in the classrooms as look as they are directly pushing air onto students. 

 

If my child has a Drs. apt can we pick up early or drop off late like we have in the past? 

 Yes, please contact the campus to make arrangements. 

 

Thank you all for trying to make this whole process easier for us all. 

mailto:vsteffy@redbankvalley.net


Page 11 of 11 
 

 

Shouldn’t parking passes be forgiven since they are saving on busing and exposure 

 The district will not experience any savings for busing. 

 

Glad to hear that! Thank you! ...I agree 100% open windows regardless of weather! Thank you for holding this 

conference!  

 

Have a great year and stay safe! 

 

Thanks Everyone! 

 

Thanks!  Best wishes to everyone! 

 

 

 

 


